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At 5pm on tuesday 29th December 2015, after days of
COMMEMORATIVE
high water levels and flooding from the river Wharfe,
the roadbridge in GUIDE
Tadcaster partially collapsed, leaving the town split in two. The months
since the collapse have been the most challenging in our town’s recent
history. For everyone who lives, works and visits Tadcaster, the town
has been divided for far too long. February 2017 has seemed a long
time coming, especially as the actual date of the opening has been, it
seems rather like the river, constantly moving! So, at last the bridge is
open and here is our day to celebrate that!
We hope that you will find there is something for everyone in the
programme we have put together. We wanted this to be a day for
people to discover the town again, to reflect our history and heritage
and for the town to showcase what is best about it.
Today is a day to celebrate and give thanks to everyone who has
contributed to the re-building of not only the bridge but of our
community also: from the volunteers who came and helped in the
clear up, to the engineers and bridge builders, to the public servants at
Town, District and County councils and our Member of Parliament, to
those who are building our resilience should the waters of the Wharfe
rise again, and to all the unsung heroes – all have contributed to
making Tadcaster a stronger community.
Poems by Francesca, aged 10 and Ella, aged 9, Riverside Community Primary School.

•
•
•
•
•

Medieval Market on Kirkgate
Classic cars on Westgate
Historical re-enactments on the Riverside
Photographic exhibition “Tadcaster Together” at the Coach & Horses
Film Premiere of “BridgeBuilding” at St Marys Church
(1.15 onwards)
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COMMEMORATIVE GUIDE
THE BLESSING OF THE BRIDGE AT 12 NOON

At the Bridge, the Archbishop of York, the Reverend Dr John Sentamu,
will lead a blessing of the bridge with Churches Together in Tadcaster
All are very welcome!

AS DUSK FALLS…

• Lantern parade across the bridge at 5.45pm
• Firework spectacular at the riverside at 7pm
Thanks to the wo
nd
for helping us ma erful workers of Faceless Arts
ke so many amaz
for our parade!
ing Lanterns

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES THROUGHOUT THE DAY…
•
•
•
•
•
•

A taste of Tadcaster
Window dressing
Lantern making
Street entertainers
Skatepark
Kids activities
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TADCASTER THROUGH THE AGES
ROMANS, MARKETS, BATTLES & BREWERIES

T

The older buildings of the Tower Brewery were erected when
Tadcaster Tower Brewery was founded in 1882 by a small group
of ‘honourable’s’ (younger sons of baronets), hence the brewery
became known locally as Snobs Brewery. The building site was
bought from the North Eastern Railway Company, when Tadcaster
The market in the town was initiated when Henry de Percy obtained
was planned to be linked with the main railways in the North East.
a Charter from King Henry III in 1270, and was originally held at the Sadly this project never came to fruition.
junction of Kirkgate and Bridge Street – Market Place. COMMEMORATIVE GUIDE
John Smiths has gone on to become the biggest Brewery in the town
The Battle of Tadcaster (7th December 1642), really little more than and is now owned by Heineken.
a skirmish, was fought around the bridge in the Civil War.
he ancient market town of Tadcaster has a long and chequered
history. Originally named Calcaria (place of limestone) by the
Romans, it was initially a small settlement, serving as a resting place
for travellers and a staging post on the London to York road.
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The town contains many historical and architectural treasures such as the
12th century St Mary’s Church with its beautiful East window; the 13th
century motte and ditch of the Norman Castle, the Ark, originally built in
the late 15th century and now the Tadcaster Town Council Offices, and
many buildings from the Georgian and other eras.
Limestone has been quarried in the Tadcaster area for hundreds of
years and used in many famous buildings, including a Roman Fort in
York and York Minster.
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HISTORY OF THE BRIDGE
O
riginally paved, the first stone bridge on this site was built in
the early 1200s using stone from Tadcaster Castle. The current
bridge dates from around 1700, and is the main route connecting the
two sides of the town.
Roman Emperors, Viking Warriors and English Sovereigns have all
crossed the river here at Tadcaster.
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In medieval times the River Wharfe was a boundary between the old
West Riding and the district of Ainsty. Important visitors to York were
COMMEMORATIVE GUIDE
met at the bridge with great ceremony and the Sheriff lord Mayor and
gentry of York, and then escorted onwards to the City of York.
The bridge has been widened several times and strengthened to
withstand floodwater, however after flooding on Boxing Day 2015,
the bridge partially collapsed on the evening of 29th December. This
caused the gas main to fracture and prompted the evacuation of
hundreds of residents.
Soon after, work began to rebuild the bridge at a cost of over £3m.
As part of this process the bridge was also widened, by means of
a cantelever on the upstream side. The bridge finally re-opened in
February 2017.

The quality of the local water led to Tadcaster becoming a famous
brewery town. There are currently three breweries in Tadcaster,
The Tower Brewery, (Molson Coors), John Smiths (Heineken), and
Samuel Smith Old Brewery, which is the oldest brewery in Yorkshire.
The latter is renowned for its historic brewing practices and organic
beers: in fact the draft horses still deliver the beer and when they are
not working live in stables behind the Angel and White Horse in the
centre of the town.
Flooding at Christmastime, 2015
Pic courtesy David Rowe

The bridge partially collapsed

Pic courtesy Giles Rocholl

Works to rebuild the bridge
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MEDIEVAL MARKET

4

FILM SCREENING

SKATE PARK AND GAME ZONE
KIDS ACTIVITIES

TIME: 10am – 4pm. Interactive workshops

WINDOW SPOTTING

TIME: All day. Spot the rogue item in shop windows
8

HISTORICAL RE-ENACTMENTS
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TIME: 10am – 4pm. A medieval-style camp on the riverbank to
explore and discover the history of Tadcaster. Find out about the
battle of the banks and how Tadcaster was involved in the famous
Battle of Towton.
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TIME: 7pm. Marking The End Of The Celebrations.

COMMUNITY EVENTS
13

MINSTER FM

14

“A TASTE OF TADCASTER”

At pubs, cafes and restaurants throughout the town
15

WALLED GARDEN OPEN DAY AT BROMETS

16

OPEN DAY AT POWERPLUS AUTOS

17

OPEN DAY AT THE ARK

18

OPEN DAY AT THE SHIRE HORSE STABLES

19

OPEN DAY AT SIMPLY A PARTY

20

OPEN DAY AT CLAYFEVER

Parking

First Aid
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PHOTGRAPHIC EXHIBITION

TIME: All weekend. “Tadcaster Together”. An exhibition of photos of
the flood and portraits of those who helped in the town.
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LANTERN PARADE

TIME: 5.45pm approx. A sunset parade over the bridge and
into town.

12 FIREWORK
COMMEMORATIVE
GUIDE SPECTACULAR

TIME: 10am – 4pm. At Manor Farm Youth Centre.
6

11
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TIME: 1.15pm, 2.15pm and 3.15pm. The rebuilding of the bridge.
5

LANTERN MAKING

TIME: 10-3pm. Come and make a lantern to take to the
parade and keep.

CLASSIC CARS AT ST MARY’S GATES

TIME: 10am – 4pm. Stalls and entertainment
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TIME: 10am – 4pm. There will be 10 cars on display, one from each
decade starting in 1907.
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BLESSING AT THE BRIDGE

TIME: 12.15. With Archbishop John Sentamu
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Toilets (also available
at many pubs and cafes)
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in Tadcaster
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HEINEKEN played a leading role in supporting the Tadcaster
community in the aftermath of recent floods.
Home to one of HEINEKEN’s most historic
breweries, the Yorkshire market town of
Tadcaster enjoys a centuries-old association
with brewing, and for the local community the
John Smith’s brewery is a well-known landmark.
In recent years, HEINEKEN have played an
increasingly hands-on role in local life, and that
community spirit really came to the fore in the
wake of the devastating floods to hit the UK. One
of the areas worst affected was Yorkshire, and
the collapse of the 18th century Tadcaster Bridge

JohnSmiths_Green_Logo_Diap_PMS.ai

JohnSmiths_Green_Logo_FC.ai

JohnSmiths_Green_Log

David Ginley, Brewery Manager and
David Forde, Managing Director, HEINEKEN UK

to local groups and projects affected by the
flooding. To launch the fund, they partnered
EXTRA SMOOTH
EXTRA SMOOTH
EXTRA SMOOTH
with Neighbourly.com,
an online platform for EXTRA SMO
connecting community initiatives with companies
With the town split in two by the collapse on the
JohnSmiths_ExSm_Logo_Diap_PMS.ai
JohnSmiths_ExSm_Log
bridge JohnSmiths_ExSm_Logo_Diap_FC.ai
there were considerable transport
problems who can help. JohnSmiths_ExSm_Logo_FC.ai
to overcome. In response to the difficulties facing
Tadcaster Brewery Manager David Ginley said:
Tadcaster, HEINEKEN stepped in with a £50,000
“As a local employer we wanted to play our part
donation, half of which was invested in transport
in helping the town and supporting transport
projects to re-connect the town.
and community projects in Tadcaster with both
manpower and funds.”
The remaining £25,000 has been used to
establish a community fund to provide grants
just yards from the John Smith’s brewery made
national headlines.

In addition to the financial support provided
by HEINEKEN, they also launched their Local
Hero Awards in recognition of local residents
who went above and beyond the call of duty
in the aftermath of the floods.

and off duty role in supporting those whose
homes were flooded, and a Salvation Army
volunteer who despite being evacuated from
her own home continued to help run the local
community centre.

Working with local stakeholders to identify a
number of people whose efforts have earned
the town’s gratitude and rewarded them with
a John Smith’s Hero certificate and a small
gift. Recipients included a taxi service owner
who bought a minibus purely for community
use; a fireman who played an invaluable on

David Forde, Managing Director, HEINEKEN
UK said: “We’re so proud of brewing in
Tadcaster and it has been devastating to
see the effects the floods have had. But the
community spirit we have witnessed shows
that Tadcaster is full of extraordinary people
who are getting the town back on track.”
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TADCASTER BRIDGE – REBUILDING HISTORY
When Tadcaster Bridge partially collapsed, the responsibility of co-ordinating the re-build went to
David Bowe, Corporate Director of Business and Environmental Services at North Yorkshire County
Council. Here, he gives us an insight into the complexities of such a build.

B

footbridge. The latter was seen as significant importance and
with Government funding we looked at how we could construct
something that would be of benefit whilst the bridge was
repaired. A suitable location was hard to find but eventually
Tadcaster Bridge collapsed because the central piersCOMMEMORATIVE
were
GUIDE
we had
a temporary bridge in place by 8th February, only five
undermined by the ferocity of the water flow. Over 650 cubic
weeks after the bridge collapsed.
meters of water was hitting the bridge every second during
Tadcaster Bridge is grade II listed, which means that we needed
peak flow. That’s equivalent to 650 tonnes. The flow in the
approval from Historic England and the planning authority if
river that caused the collapse was twice the intensity of any
we have encountered in the past 30 years. Once this scour had we were to make any changes. Historic England also had to
started digging away at the pier, nothing could have stopped it. approve all materials and the quality of work.
ridge collapses are always complex and the key concern
is the reason for failure, whether there is a risk of further
collapse, and of course whether there is a risk to life or property.
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Once the bridge was made safe, we began carrying out flow
studies to understand if there was anything unusual about the
river that we had to consider when re-building the bridge. In
other words, we had to make sure it could withstand another
similar event in the future.
The key problem at the outset was providing access for a
community split in two. We immediately introduced a bus
service, improved pedestrian access over the viaduct nearby
and looked at the possibilities of building a temporary

The initial change we wanted to make was on the inside of the
bridge. The existing bridge had a masonry layer core behind the
visible masonry face. When the pier subsided the fast flowing
water effectively picked the internal stone work apart. We had
to ask for permission to fill the inside of the new piers with
concrete, a quicker process to complete, making for a stronger
and more resistant pier.
In order to begin the repair to the structure we had to find stone
that matched the existing bridge. The stone for the original

strucure came from a quarry that is now inaccessible. It had to
be strong enough to do the job but also be available quickly and
in sufficient quantities. Badly chosen stone can ruin the look
of and cause premature failure of the surrounding stone. We
searched until the best colour and textural match was found.
Over 1000 tonnes were quarried to provide 686 tonnes of cut
stone, which is 1342 unique blocks.
There were as many as 45 members of the team on site on a
single day and in total they worked over 60,000 hours.
During the work we pursued additional funding in an effort to
improve access over the bridge. We secured £1.4m from the
Local Enterprise Partnership and to widen and strengthen it.
There was a lot of work behind the scenes and listed planning
consent was secured before construction reached the deck level,
so that no delays were incurred due to these improvements.

Many different issues sprang up. The biggest problem at the
outset was the fast flowing and murky river. This prevented us
progressing the design for some time as we could not establish
the size of the voids under the bridge piers. Fingertip surveys
had to be carried out by divers. A painstakingly slow process but
crucial to getting the right solution.
The project has been a difficult one but I can honestly say that
I have never seen a team of contractors and designers put as
much effort and commitment into completing a job as quickly
as possible. It is therefore satisfying when that commitment is
recognised by the community they are doing it for.
As an engineer there is also satisfaction in seeing a structure
of recognised historic importance repaired and sympathetically
improved to be able to cope with what nature and man decide
to throw at it.

Tadcaster and Rural Community Interest Company was established in 2013 as a not-for-profit business to help take forward projects and
initiatives in the town and surrounding villages. Last year, the Community Engagement Forum asked us to plan a day of celebrations for when
the bridge re-opens. The day has been organised by a team of volunteers, supported by staff and councillors from our local authorities, without
a penny of public money being spent. The day has been generously sponsored by the businesses below, all of whom have a strong connection
to our town, and our thanks goes to them. Any money left over will go towards legacy projects associated with the bridge.

Booklet design and production by Andrea Hall: www.andreahall.co.uk

OUR SPONSORS

FURTHER INFORMATION
For more information about Tadcaster, please visit our website: www.visit-tadcaster.co.uk

